
Bird Dog Development 

òSetting the Standard for the Upland Enthusiastó 

¶ 3-4 monthsð Puppy Development program 

¶ 4ð 6 months-  Continued Socialization & 

Development at home 

¶ 6-8 monthsð  Handling and Boldness 

Training 

¶ 6-10 monthsð  Wild Birds- Grouse Camp 

¶ 14-24 monthsð Wild Birds-South Dakota 

Camp 

¶ 24-36 monthsð Finishing, Force Fetching, 

and continued time in the field 

Chronological Progression 

Programs 

¶ Puppy Developmentð Monthly Sessions 

January through June 

¶ Introductory  & Advanced Bird workð 

Monthly Sessions throughout the year 

¶ Basic and Advanced Yard Work and Obedi-

ence-  Monthly Sessions throughout the 

year 

¶ Grouse Campð Mid September through 

October 

¶ South Dakota Campð Mid July through Mid 

September 

¶     Finishingð  Monthly Sessions throughout 

the year 

Developing a blue ribbon gun dog is not a 

complicated task if one has the time and 
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velopment.  Because every dog is unique, 

a good training program cannot be cast in 

stone, but rather should be flexible with 

the trainer recognizing when to ask for 

more from the dog, and more importantly, 

when not to. 

 

People frequently ask us how long and 

what does it take to develop a finished 

bird dog. Chronologically, it takes from 

24-36 months to complete the process..  

Having worked countless numbers of 

dogs, we have determined that there are 

six crucial time periods, that if used to 

ones advantage, streamline the training 

process.  These training phases occur as 

windows of time and the ages listed are 

approximations. Each stage requires about 

four weeks of consistent and dedicated 

training,  and each phase builds on the 

skills and instincts developed during the 

previous stages.  The end result is stylish 

dog that finds and looks good on his 

game. 

 

For more specific information on our 

training programs for upland pointing 

dogs or advice on training your dog for 

hunting, field trialing, or hunt testing, 

please call Tom Perry or Hunter Payne at 

the kennel or visit us on the internet. 

www.GundogDevelopment.com      
423 -290-5631 


